B Ref. Ares(2025)4931805 - 20/06/2025

Deliverable 3.7 Inaugural Meeting of the BioBeo Educators’
Network for the Future

BioBeo

Innovative Education for the BioEconomy

:***** Co-funded by
LN the European Union

sl
B (@ ES T | W o




D3.7 Inaugural Meeting of the BioBeo Educators’ Network for the Future

Table of Contents

Project factsheet
Deliverable factsheet
Disclaimer of warranties
Abbreviations

Executive Summary

Welcome to the BioBeo Educators’ Network for the Future:

Collaborative Framework

Future Directions:

BioBeo Bioeconomy Definition:
Introduction

BEST Network (all partners)
Conclusion

<

00 0 N N N O »u AW

21
24



D3.7 Inaugural Meeting of the BioBeo Educators’ Network for the Future

Project factsheet

Acronym:

Title:

Coordinator:

Reference:
Type:
Program:
Start:

Duration:

Website:

Consortium:

BioBeo

Innovative Education for the BioEconomy

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN (UCD)

101059900
HORIZON

Horizon Europe

1** November 2022

30 months

https://www.biobeo.eu/

University College Dublin, Ireland (UCD), Coordinator
Maynooth University, Ireland (MU)

An Taisce, Ireland (AnT)

Universitaet Hohenheim, Germany (UH)

ODISEE University of Applied Sciences, Belgium (OUAS)
Center for Social and Economic Research, Poland (CASE)
Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences, Netherlands (RUAS)
SYNYO GmbH, Austria (SYNYO)

Foundation for Environmental Education, United Kingdom (FEE)
Youth in Science and Business Foundation, Estonia (YSBF)
Hellenic Education Society of STEM, Greece (E3STEM)
International Parents Alliance, Netherlands (IPA)
Universitatea Valahia Targoviste, Romania (UVT)

Technical University Berlin, Germany (TUB)

BOS+, Belgium (BOS+)

<


https://www.biobeo.eu/

iy
QJ '77
D3.7 Inaugural Meeting of the BioBeo Educators’ Network for the Future B I 0 B e O

Deliverable factsheet

Number: 3.7

Title: Inaugural Meeting of the BioBeo Educators’ Network for the Future
Lead beneficiary: Maynooth University

Work package: 3

Task: 33

Dissemination level: PU

Submission date: 30.04.2025

Contributors: Maynooth University (MU)

Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences, Netherlands (RUAS)
ODISEE University of Applied Sciences, Belgium (OUAS)
Foundation for Environmental Education, United Kingdom (FEE)
Universitatea Valahia Targoviste, Romania (UVT)

Hellenic Education Society of STEM, Greece (E3STEM)



iy
V7
D3.7 Inaugural Meeting of the BioBeo Educators’ Network for the Future B I 0 B e 0

Disclaimer of warranties

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe HORIZON under Grant Agreement
No. 101059900.

This document has been prepared by BioBeo project partners as an account of work carried out within the
framework of the EC-GA contract no 101059900.

Any dissemination of results must indicate that it reflects only the author’s view and that the Commission
Agency is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains.

Neither Project Coordinator, nor any signatory party of BioBeo Project Consortium Agreement, nor any person
acting on behalf of any of them:

(a) makes any warranty or representation whatsoever, express or implied,
(i). with respect to the use of any information, apparatus, method, process, or similar item
disclosed in this document, including merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose, or
(ii).  that such use does not infringe on or interfere with privately owned rights, including any party's
intellectual property, or
(iii).  that this document is suitable to any particular user's circumstance; or

(b) assumes responsibility for any damages or other liability whatsoever (including any consequential
damages, even if Project Coordinator or any representative of a signatory party of the BioBeo Project
Consortium Agreement, has been advised of the possibility of such damages) resulting from your
selection or use of this document or any information, apparatus, method, process, or similar item
disclosed in this document.
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Executive Summary

Welcome to the BioBeo Educators’ Network for the Future:

The Bioeconomy Educators' Network for the Future (BEST) is a flagship initiative of the BioBeo project, created
to establish lasting and meaningful connections between educators committed to bioeconomy education
across Europe. Officially launched in March 2025 through the BioBeo Bioeconomy Newsletter (BioBuzz), the
BEST network represents a long-term strategic platform to advance educational innovation, pedagogical
collaboration, and environmental literacy. It builds on the BioBeo project's core principle of
interconnectedness, supporting a community of educators united by the shared goal of embedding

bioeconomy concepts within educational practice.

As part of Work Package 3, Task 3.7, the BEST network has achieved significant milestones in its inaugural year:

e Establishment of a European Educator Network: With over 400 educators already participating,
BEST connects primary and secondary teachers, student teachers, and home educators from Ireland,
Belgium, the Netherlands, and beyond. Through a simple subscription to BioBuzz, educators can
access curated content, teaching resources, and opportunities for collaboration.

e Integration into Professional Development: BEST is closely aligned with the BioBeo Blended
Intensive Programme (BIP), which has successfully strengthened educators' understanding of
sustainability and bioeconomy. Survey responses show that 87.5% of BIP participants felt better
equipped with practical teaching strategies, while 100% expressed a heightened commitment to
sustainability and environmental stewardship.

e Facilitation of Cross-Border Collaboration: The network serves as a primary point of contact
between educational institutions across Europe, facilitating the exchange of pedagogical strategies
and real-world applications of bioeconomy learning. This aligns with the BioBeo project's emphasis
on "phenomenon-based" learning and experiential education.

® Ongoing Communication and Engagement: The BEST section within BioBuzz supports regular
updates, educator-led initiatives, and innovative approaches to teaching the bioeconomy. Through
this platform, members can share case studies, contribute to curriculum development, and
participate in an active dialogue on sustainable teaching practices.

o Future-Oriented Development: Looking ahead, the BEST network will host its inaugural international
conference at Maynooth University in the summer of 2026. This two-day event will welcome
educators, researchers, and policy stakeholders for a series of thematic sessions and workshops.
Presenters will be invited to submit abstracts for inclusion in a peer-reviewed publication to be
launched by the end of 2027, further consolidating the network's role as a centre for excellence in

bioeconomy education.

The BEST network embodies the legacy of the BioBeo project: fostering meaningful partnerships, elevating
teaching practice, and empowering educators across Europe to lead transformative change in sustainability
education. As it continues to grow and evolve, BEST will remain a cornerstone of the movement to embed

bioeconomy concepts into classrooms, communities, and curricula for generations to come.
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Collaborative Framework

This programme is a collective endeavour involving esteemed institutions, including University College Dublin
(Ireland) Maynooth University (Ireland), Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences (Netherlands), E3STEM
(Greece), Technical University Berlin (Germany), and Odisee University of Applied Sciences (Belgium),
University of Hohenheim (Germany) Stichting International Parents Alliance (IPA) and the Foundation for
Environmental Education (FEE).

Future Directions:

With a strong focus on experiential learning and alighment with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
the BioBeo Educators’ Network for the Future Programme is committed to ongoing evolution. It aims to
nurture a generation of environmentally informed global citizens poised to drive the transition toward a
sustainable and inclusive bioeconomy.

BioBeo Bioeconomy Definition:

“Bioeconomy is a systems-based approach that seeks to replace fossil resources in a sustainable manner with
renewable biological resources from terrestrial and marine ecosystems — such as forests, crops, animals, fish,
microorganisms, organic waste, and agricultural side streams, to produce food, feed, fibres, energy, bio-based
products, and services within a circular economy framework designed to optimise resource use based on a
cascading hierarchy of utilisation options. A sustainable and circular bioeconomy requires the application of
education and training programmes, scientific research, technology, and innovation with the aim of not only
creating economic value but also regenerating and expanding ecosystems and biodiversity as well as improving
the health and the well-being of society. By addressing these systemic changes in the economy, environment,
and society, the bioeconomy contributes to achieving a better and more sustainable future where no one is
left behind.”
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Introduction

Work Package 3, task 3.7. Inaugural Meeting of the BioBeo Educators’ Network for the Future.

The objective of Task 3.7 is to establish a long-term, sustainable network of educators across Europe dedicated
to promoting bioeconomy education. This initiative builds on the success of the BioBeo Interconnectedness
Programme and the Blended Intensive Programme (BIP), fostering collaboration among student teachers,
practising educators, and educational institutions. The Bioeconomy Educators’ Network for the Future, known
as the BEST Network, was officially launched in March 2025 and represents one of the key legacy initiatives of
the BioBeo project.

Led by Maynooth University with contributions from UCD, RUAS, Odisee, and other partners, this task aims to
sustain the principles of interconnectedness through a growing community of educators in Europe. BEST
provides a collaborative platform through the BioBeo Bioeconomy Newsletter (BioBuzz), which facilitates the
exchange of resources, pedagogical strategies, and research related to bioeconomy and environmental
education. Since its launch, the network has steadily grown and now includes over 400 members across
Europe, with a goal of reaching 1,000 by the end of 2025.

As part of its long-term vision, the network will host its first international conference at Maynooth University
in the summer of 2026. This two-day event will feature thematic sessions and workshops, welcoming an
international audience of educators, researchers, and policy stakeholders. All presenters will be invited to
contribute to a peer-reviewed publication following the conference, which is expected to be published by the
end of 2027. This publication will document emerging best practices and innovative approaches in bioeconomy
education.

In the following section, we provide a detailed overview of the development of the BEST network, its role
within the BioBeo project, and the outcomes from its inaugural year.
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BEST Network (all partners)

1. Brief Summary of BEST

The BEST network is a community within the BioBeo project that connects bioeconomy and sustainability
educators across Europe. Launched in March 2025 through the BioBuzz newsletter, it fosters
communication, collaboration, and the sharing of best practices in bioeconomy education. Through the
network, educators, including those involved in the BioBeo Blended Intensive Programme, share resources,
engage in professional development, and promote the integration of bioeconomy and sustainability into
educational settings. The network ensures long-term partnerships, supports continued learning, and
disseminates key bioeconomy education information across Europe.

2. Insights on the Development and Implementation of BEST

The Role of BEST in Establishing Initial Connections Among Educational Institutions

The BEST network plays a central role in establishing initial connections among educational institutions
across Europe. At the core of the BioBeo Interconnectedness Programme, BEST serves as a platform for the
first point of contact, linking schools and universities that are part of the BioBeo consortium. By bringing
together diverse educational institutions from Ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium, and beyond, BEST provides
a space where educators can exchange ideas, resources, and teaching strategies. This interconnectedness
is vital for the success of the "phenomenon-based" learning approach implemented within the BioBeo
project, fostering a collaborative environment where both student teachers and practicing educators can
learn from one another.

Through the BioBeo Education Programme, BEST has been able to facilitate direct communication between
educators and schools, ensuring the exchange of knowledge on sustainable practices, bioeconomy concepts,
and environmental awareness. These connections establish the foundation for ongoing partnerships, laying
the groundwork for future collaborations that extend beyond the life of the BioBeo project. The network
ensures that the sharing of best practices and resources is not confined to one institution or country, but
rather connects a broader European community committed to sustainability education.

Impact of BEST as an Innovative Tool

BEST represents a highly innovative tool in the context of bioeconomy education. The network’s strength
lies in its ability to foster collaboration among educators and institutions through the Bioeconomy
Newsletter (BioBuzz). The newsletter serves as a key vehicle for disseminating educational materials,
updates, and important initiatives related to bioeconomy and sustainability, making vital information
accessible to a wide range of stakeholders, including primary and secondary school teachers, student
teachers, and home educators. Currently we have 400 BEST members across Europe having subscribed
through BioBuzz - this number is steadily growing each week. We envisage a community of 1000 members
by December 2025.

The network's integration into the Blended Intensive Programme further enhances its impact. By having
educators from diverse institutions serve on the BEST steering committee, the network is actively involved
in the recruitment of new members and the growth of a community centred around shared learning goals.
This inclusivity enables a greater exchange of ideas and resources, with members continuously contributing
to discussions around bioeconomy education. BEST has also proved instrumental in addressing key
challenges within sustainability education, providing educators with the tools to engage students in real-
world experiences that are linked to environmental and economic sustainability.

The role of BEST in fostering cross-border collaboration and its influence on the BioBeo European Festival
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also cannot be overstated. By connecting educators from multiple countries, the network helps ensure that
students are exposed to global perspectives on bioeconomy, creating an atmosphere where international
dialogue thrives. This interconnectedness further reinforces the BioBeo project's goal of increasing
awareness and knowledge of the bioeconomy across Europe.

Feedback on How BEST Has Been Received by Educators and Students

The reception of BEST has been overwhelmingly positive among educators, student teachers, and practising
teachers. The initial connections made through the BEST network have been invaluable for educators,
providing them with access to a diverse range of educational resources, research, and real-world case
studies. The opportunity to connect with peers from different countries and share teaching practices has
not only enhanced their professional development but also empowered them to implement more effective
bioeconomy curricula within their classrooms. Survey results indicate that 87.5% of participants felt better
equipped with practical teaching strategies, particularly in integrating outdoor learning and real-world
bioeconomy concepts into their teaching. Additionally, 100% of participants reported a stronger
commitment to sustainability and environmental stewardship, with 81.3% planning to integrate insights
learned during BEST activities into their educational practice. The interactive and hands-on approach,
including workshops and outdoor activities, was key in making bioeconomy concepts more accessible and
actionable for educators.

The BioBeo Blended Intensive Programme, which allows educators to participate in international learning
experiences, has been particularly well-received. Teachers who participated in the programme report a
greater understanding of how to integrate bioeconomy principles into their teaching, both in terms of
content and teaching methods. Additionally, feedback from primary and secondary school students has
indicated a strong engagement with the bioeconomy topics covered in the programme, as well as a sense
of connection with their peers in other European countries. Students appreciated the interactive learning
environment, which emphasised hands-on learning and real-world applications, helping them see the direct
impact of the bioeconomy on their communities.

The BioBeo Blended Intensive Programme (BIP) has effectively enhanced educators' understanding and
confidence in teaching bioeconomy principles. Survey results indicate a substantial increase in
comprehension levels, with the proportion of participants reporting an excellent understanding rising from
12.5% pre-programme to 68.8% post-programme. Additionally, 87.5% of respondents felt well-prepared to
implement bioeconomy concepts in their teaching, particularly through outdoor learning and real-world
applications. Confidence in explaining bioeconomy concepts also improved, with 81.3% of participants
expressing confidence post-programme. In-person sessions were efficient, with 68.8% of participants rating
their comprehension and engagement as excellent. Furthermore, 100% of respondents reported that the
programme influenced their perspectives on sustainability, leading to more significant efforts to integrate
sustainable practices into their personal and professional lives. These statistics underscore the programme's
success in fostering knowledge and engagement with bioeconomy topics.

BEST's Contribution to the Overarching Goal of Interconnectedness

The principle of interconnectedness is foundational to the BioBeo project, and BEST plays a pivotal role in
bringing this principle to life. By creating a shared space for educators to connect, collaborate, and share
resources, BEST embodies the core value of interconnectedness that the BioBeo project seeks to promote.
Educators involved in the network not only share knowledge about bioeconomy but also work together to
develop innovative educational strategies that promote sustainability education across Europe.

11
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Through its annual BEST meetings and continued engagement via the BioBuzz newsletter, the network
ensures that the exchange of ideas remains a continuous process, allowing members to reflect on their
practices and make improvements based on new developments in the field of bioeconomy. This ongoing
exchange of knowledge has strengthened the collaborative efforts of the BioBeo consortium and increased
the visibility of bioeconomy education, positioning it as a key component of the sustainability agenda across
European educational systems.

In addition, the inclusive nature of BEST, which encourages participation from a broad range of educators
and institutions, strengthens the sense of global interconnectedness. The opportunity for institutions to join
the network through simple subscription to the Bioeconomy Newsletter has enabled a growing community
of educators who are passionate about teaching sustainability and bioeconomy, thereby expanding the
reach of the BioBeo project far beyond the initial partner institutions. This continued engagement ensures
that the principles of interconnectedness will persist long after the BioBeo project concludes, creating a
lasting impact on sustainability education.

Looking ahead, Maynooth University will host the inaugural BEST Conference in the summer of 2026. This
two-day international event will feature multiple sessions on bioeconomy education, immersive pedagogy,
and sustainability teaching practices. The event will bring together educators, researchers, and policymakers
from across Europe. All presenters will be invited to submit abstracts for inclusion in a peer-reviewed BEST
publication, which will be published by the end of 2027. This publication will showcase emerging research
and practice in Bioeconomy Education.

The BEST network has proven to be an indispensable tool in fostering collaboration, disseminating important
bioeconomy education materials, and promoting interconnectedness among educational institutions across
Europe. Through the continued development and implementation of the BEST network, the BioBeo project
has successfully established a vibrant and sustainable community of educators committed to advancing
sustainability education. As the BEST network grows, it will continue to play a key role in shaping the future
of bioeconomy education and ensuring that sustainability concepts are integrated into classrooms across
Europe for years to come.

Conclusion

The establishment and evolution of the Bioeconomy Educators' Network for the Future (BEST) marks a
significant milestone in the BioBeo project's legacy of fostering meaningful, sustained engagement with
bioeconomy education across Europe. From its inception in March 2025, the BEST network has demonstrated
the value of cross-border collaboration, shared pedagogical vision, and long-term commitment to equipping
educators with the knowledge and tools necessary to cultivate sustainability literacies in their classrooms and
communities.

The network's integration with the BioBeo Interconnectedness Programme and the Blended Intensive
Programme (BIP) has created a robust platform for professional development, peer exchange, and curriculum
innovation. Participation statistics and educator feedback indicate that the network has not only enhanced
participants' conceptual understanding of the bioeconomy but also empowered them to integrate
bioeconomy into their educational practice meaningfully. These tangible outcomes highlight the unique role
that BEST plays as a vehicle for both transformation and continuity in education for sustainable development.
With over 400 members and growing the BEST network exemplifies what can be achieved through inclusive
and accessible educational networking. Its presence within the BioBuzz newsletter ensures continued
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engagement and visibility while its steering committee of committed educators continues to drive strategic
growth and participation forward.

Looking to the future, the 2026 BEST Conference, hosted by Maynooth University, will represent a key
opportunity to consolidate the network's progress. With multiple thematic sessions and an international
audience, the conference will not only facilitate deeper collaboration but also serve as the foundation for a
dedicated peer-reviewed publication, further amplifying the impact of BEST's work. As we move toward
publication in 2027, this next phase will further solidify the network's academic and practical contributions to
the field.

In summary, the BEST network has emerged as a cornerstone of the BioBeo project's ambition to create a
more interconnected and bioeconomy-conscious educational landscape. Its legacy will endure through the
educators it empowers, the partnerships it sustains, and the generations of students it inspires to engage
critically and creatively with the challenges and opportunities of the bioeconomy.
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